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in some sense a philosophy of life, and can talk of fate and
circumstances with a detachment and insight that surprises
the unaccustomed foreigner. This quality of resignation
and tolerance in his mental make-up is all the more surpris-
ing in view of the almost universal lack of literacy in India
today. Whence comes this culture of the mind when even
the culture of letters is denied to him?
^This paradox resolves itself when one remembers the
role of the village story-teller and the wandering teacher
and mendicant who went about the countryside. It was
their function to bring through simple stories the teachings
of religion and morality within the reach of the average
villager. Such tales compensated to a large extent for
the people's lack of a literary education. Philosophy
was translated into myth and religion embodied in the
actions of man. Morality came easily and naturally in
the form of legends- Virtue was taught through parables
in which each generation added to the wisdom it had
inherited from its predecessors* Village life was thus enriched
by the incorporation of the wisdom of generations, #

The story-teller's art is almost a forgotten art in India
today, We no longer meet the wandering minstrels who
recounted tales of ancient valour and romance, and sang
their way all over the land* The village kathak or story-teller
has also disappeared and left behind him a void Jiat is
difficult to ftH. For the minstrels and story-tellers performed
a most valuable function in the social economy of the village*
jThey were the custodians of local tradition and faith.
IThey kept the memory of deeds of heroism and sacrifice
fresh in the people's mind. They were the reporters of
notable happenings and gave to passing events the currency
of legendary eternity,1/

The story-teller was not only a historian and a poet,
he was in himself the one-man precursor of the Indian
theatre or Yafra. The modern stage and cinema were
unknown. Even to this day they are a luxury beyond the